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Developing Students’ Research Writing Skills

Maribel G. Valdez

Abstract

This study chronicles the writing process of students as they write their research
studies specifically in the introduction, theoretical and conceptual framework, literature
review and methodology. The objectives of the present study includes (1) the input
in the information-content and mechanics of research writing which are given to the
students, (2) characteristics of their written output, and (3) difficulties experienced in
their writing. Guiding students through these various sections is possible through the
moves which are the information required and agreed-upon norms for what is acceptable
in this area. From observation, students’ written output reflects characteristics on
cohesion, coherence, intentionality, acceptability, informativeness, situationality, and
intertextuality. One of the difficulties they experienced is searching for the most accurate
concepts that they could anchor their study on from the many concepts available.
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Introduction

Many teachers say that the most difficult
aspect to teach is writing. This is because
when  students write more time is given
to it than in other macroskills. This is why
written communication is challenging because
expectations are much higher for formal written
English. Writing takes a conscious effort on the
part of the students because not only do they
need knowledge of the structure of the English
language but also the vocabulary. In addition,
students have to organize their ideas into a
coherent whole. Casanava (2002) points that
learning how to write for academic purposes
poses a clueless challenge because the rules are
almost all implicit. This is the background of
college students in Bukidnon State University
where they are faced with unfamiliar writing
tasks. They are faced with the challenge of
how to organize and develop their ideas in an
academically persuasive manner where they
need to organize their ideas into logical and
cohesive arguments. Almost always in the
beginning their papers lack clear logical flow
and unity.

One of the academic papers that college
students make is a research paper, the genre
which is the focus of this study. In research

writing, there is a style of writing shared by
research writers. The content and styles of
writing are obligatory, in that they characterize
the way a certain section is written. Scientific
discourse follows its own rhetorical genres.
Kieva (2012) writes that scientific discourse
uses a particular model or style of writing which
is intended to accomplish a certain persuasive
purpose. This genre has agreed-upon norms
for what is acceptable within this area. There
are rules about the format and what styles and
terminology to use. There is also an intended
audience for a particular purpose. Hence, the
scientific writer is constrained in the use of
rhetorical strategies.

In this study the genre used is the
undergraduate research paper which is
characterized by sections that discusses a
specific topic. Genre has its own discourse
community which from the definition of Swales
(1990) is governed by rules of grammar, format,
and style and serves a particular rhetorical
purpose targeted for a particular audience.

In the undergraduate research paper being
used for analysis, discourse is another concept
that underpins this study. De Beaugrande
(1981) characterized written discourse to
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include (1) cohesion or the grammatical
relationship between parts of a sentence
essential for its interpretation, (2) coherence
in the order of statements that relates to one
another by sense, (3) intentionality which is the
message that has to be conveyed deliberately
and consciously, (4) acceptability which
indicates that the communicative product needs
to be satisfactory in that the audience approves
of it, (5) informativeness where some new
information has to be included in the discourse,
(6) situationality which is the circumstances in
which the remarks made are important, and (7)
intertextuality which refers to the world outside
the text or the interpreter’s schemata.

Wisniewski (2006) stated that in written
discourse, neat message organization, division
to paragraphs, layout and other features are of
vital importance to make comprehension easier
to achieve. Another feature typical of writing is
the organization of tables, formulas, or charts.
There is another concept of formal discourse
which isstrictin that itrequires the use of passive
voice, (albeit in the American Psychological
Association Manual it recommends to not use
passive and to write in clear sentences which
are short), lack of contracted forms together
with impersonality, and complex sentence
structure.

In this study the researcher analyzed the
students’ research writing output in which
each section specified concrete tasks and
instructions aimed at developing and organizing
a successful academic research paper. It gave a
description of how each section of the research
paper was taught and how this is manifested in
the students’ written output.

Conceptual Framework

In the context of the present study being
conducted, teaching research writing to second
language learners is through a checklist of
information that should be contained within
each section of the paper, and chapter. Within
this teaching-learning continuum is the concept
of content and formal schemata. Content is
the shared knowledge (the move/guidelines
or information that is obligatory), and formal
schemata, which is the knowledge of the
structure and organization of the text. Nunan
(1997) uses the term top-down processing which

starts with general features of a text which the
researcher equates here as the features of the
section, what information should be placed in
the Introduction, Theoretical and Conceptual
Framework, and into the other sections.
McCarthy (1991) explains that patterns in the
text contributes to coherence and it is because
of patterns that writing is structured in a way
that makes readers comprehend the text easily,
that is, a general statement at the beginning of
a paragraph might be followed by a specific
statement and several more sentences and
finally going back to the general idea. This
is what McCarthy emphasizes as the fixed
structure even if the number of sentences
or paragraphs in a particular part of a given
arrangement might vary.

How is research writing taught? There
are several writing tools. Wiles (2006) uses
Swales’ four moves in making an Introduction
which are Move 1. Establish Field by asserting
centrality, stating current knowledge. Move 2.
Summarize previous research. Move 3. Prepare
for the present research by indicating a gap, and
raising a question. Move 4. Introduce the present
research by stating the purpose and outlining
the present research. Dudley-Evans (1986)
model of the moves are Move I: Introducing
the field. Move 2: Introducing the general
topic (within the field). Move 3: Introducing
the particular topic (within the general topic).
Move 4: Defining the scope of the particular
topic by introducing research parameters
and summarizing previous research. Move 5:
Preparing for present research by indicating
a gap in previous research and indicating a
possible extension of previous research. Move
6: Introducing present research by stating the
aim of the research or describing briefly the
work carried out and justifying the research.
There are other moves to the writing of the
other sections of a research paper and the four
moves of Swales exemplified how important it
was to give these moves or guidelines to the
students. In the present researcher’s way of
teaching what she does is Move 1. Tell what
the study is about by giving a background of
the topic to pave the way for the justification
why this study is proposed by writing how
important are information education campaign
(IEC) materials in disseminating information
(for Development Communication students)
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or community issues (for Community
Development students). Move 2. Give the most
important baseline information by referring to
the inside information taken from the agency
in the needs assessment. Move 3. Give the
objectives of the proposed study which tells the
reader that this is what this study will be doing.

The teaching methodology used by this
researcher is based on writing as both a product
and a process. As defined by Nunan (1995), a
product-oriented approach is the end result of
the writing process; and the process approach
is the various classroom activities conducted
to develop the writing skills. Although Nunan
used the term ‘oversimplistic division” because
the process approach “confines learners largely
to narrative forms and thus represents a serious
limitation for learners to master text types like
reports, expositions and arguments’ (p.87),
the latter forms factual writing necessary
for critical thinking skills. Additionally,
an argument against the product approach
continues Nunan, is that the contemporary view
of language learning is at the level of discourse
and competent writers do not produce final
texts at the first attempt but through a cycle
of writing and revising continuously. In the
genre approach, there is the presence of the
discourse community (Swales, 1990) which
has a broadly agreed set of common public
goals and mechanisms for intercommunication
among its members. Hyland (2004) defines
genre as a term for grouping texts together
representing how writers typically use language
to respond to recurring situations. Bhatia
(1999) mentions the term genre integrity where
generic characteristics make it acceptable to
the members of a particular genre community.
It means the acceptable rhetorical structure
popular in the discipline.

Whatever the views of language teaching
and writing nowadays, | used these two
approaches with the genre approach, in this
case the genre being the different sections
of a research paper. The present study used
the schema where for each section, a set
of information is given with model texts,
and analysis of the parts being compared.
In this way, the learning is partly imitation,
understanding and consciously applying the
rules. This product process genre approach
is seen as cyclical because it is repeated in

all sections of the research writing. But it
is seen in this research that the cycle does
not only go forward in a cycle but at certain
periods tends to go back. This happens when
the student-writer follows the moves or guides
but when the teacher checks the text there are
still corrections due to incomplete information,
weak sentence structure or lack of coherence.
The student revises the section according to
these observations. This is the pattern in most
of these periods in the cycle unless the paper is
written very well.

a set of information

e

o
mode! text anzlysic of parts beitgcom pared

P

~a r

subject el

Figure 1. Schema of the product process
genre approach used in the present study
with the cyclical stages.

The above schema describes writing
as involving knowledge about the language
(product and genre approach), knowledge of
the context in which writing happens especially
the purpose of writing (genre approach) and
skills in using language (process approach).
Genre-based approach (Swales & Feak, 2004)
is used to teach research writing. Its basis is that
language is functional in that through language
we get things done (Paltridge, 2004). In the
present study students are given the guidelines
or information that should be contained in a
particular research section, then exposed to
texts to discover functional language use. This
is where the conventions are acquired (Johns,
1990).

Study Problems

1. What input in terms of moves in the
information-content and mechanics
of research writing are given to the
students?

2. What are the characteristics of the
written output of the students?

3. What difficulties did students
experience in their research writing?
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Teaching Context

This writer teaches research to students
in two degree programs, e.g., development
communication (DevComm) and community
development (ComDev). These students have
gone through many English courses from the
elementary to college levels. In college they
have finished earlier English courses like
English 100 (English Language and Grammar
Skills), English 101 (Study and Thinking
Skills), English 102 (Writing for Academic
Purposes), and English 103 (English and
Oral Communication). Despite these courses,
writing is still a difficult skill to master for these
students. But research is a requirement of most
degree programs in college and so for Bachelor
of Science in Development Communication
and Bachelor of Science in Community
Development there are two semesters, one
semester is for Communication Research I and
the other for Communication Research Il (for
CombDevy, it is still to be implemented)

For the first semester in Communication
Research I, students need to write Chapter 1
which includes Introduction, Theoretical and/
or Conceptual Framework, Statement of the
Problem, Scope of the Study, Significance of
the Study, and Definition of Terms; Chapter I1,
which is on Review of Literature, and Chapter
III on Research Design, Research Locale,
Subject Respondents, Sampling Procedure,
Instrument, Scoring Procedure, and Statistical
Treatment. A reference page is required to be
attached at the end.

At the end of this semester, students
need to present this research proposal to the
thesis committee composed of teachers of the
program. During this presentation, teachers
will critique the proposal in the mechanics
and contents; after which students will need to
revise the paper to follow the suggestions and
comments of the panel.

Review of Literature

Teachers in second language teaching can
draw on a range of approaches in academic
writing. There are process and product
approaches, and genre approach by Swales,
Tribble and Gee (Badger & White, 2000). In
the product approach there are four stages:

familiarization, controlled writing, guided
writing and free writing. Under familiarization,
students become aware of certain features
of a particular text. During controlled and
guided writing, students practice the skills with
increasing freedom until they can do free writing
where they produce the genuine activity, in this
study, the section or chapter of the research
paper. In the process approach it identifies
four stages: prewriting, composing/drafting,
revising and editing (Badger & White). The
authors describe prewriting as the stage where
students brainstorm on a topic, composing/
drafting is where they select the result of the
brainstorming session which would become the
first draft working individually or in groups.
After discussion, the students might revise the
first draft before editing or proofreading the
text. In the genre approach it emphasizes that
writing varies with the social context in which
it is produced, that is, there is a range of kinds
of writing, e.g., research articles (Badger &
White). Different kinds of genres or writing
have different purposes. Genres are also
influenced by the subject matter, relationship
between the writer and audience, and the pattern
of organization. Dudley-Evans (1997, as cited
by Badger and White) gives three approaches
to writing: first, a model of a particular genre
is introduced and analyzed, then students do
exercises which manipulate relevant language
forms, and finally produce a short text.

In the study conducted by Hayashi (2004),
it presented the same problems in teaching
writing in Japan as those found in Bukidnon
State University. Some of the common
causes are students’ low level of motivation
for writing, and inadequate instruction
activity used to reinforce the teaching of
grammatical structures or vocabulary. As a
result most of the students have very limited
experience and practice in writing academic
papers. Additionally, students have problems
with content, coherence, organization and
development, word choice, grammar, academic
style, mechanics, documentation, etc. Students
have problems with developing their ideas in
a logical and persuasive manner which will
meet the expectations of the English-speaking
academia. Fujioka and Shi (2000) in their
quantitative research on private university
students found that organization and structure
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ranked the highest in the list of major problems.
Other researches conducted in Japanese
university setting report on problems with
developing ideas (Era, 1999), and students
not being able to write well because they do
not have analytical and organizational skills
(Hirayanagi, 1998). These research findings
clearly support the importance of improving
instruction aimed at developing students’
abilities in organizing their ideas as well as
helping them think logically and analytically,
all within the boundary of a particular genre.

Significance of the Study

This study will be important to the
teaching of writing in English not only for
the department that handles this course
but also for the College of Community
Education and Industrial Technology where
the BS Development Communication and BS
Community Development programs are offered.
It will help the dean and other faculty provide
other means to enrich the academic writing of
their students. This study is also important to
the area of research writing because it takes the
students through the actual writing of research
which is also required in the graduate programs
they might wish to pursue. Beginning teachers
of research might also find this study helpful as
the empirical findings can give further insights
into their teaching-learning approach.

Subjects-Respondents

Students in my research classes were
taken as participants. These are students taking
up BS Development Communication and BS
Community Development in their third year of
college. They have finished English language
courses in the first two years of college. Even
in their Filipino courses they have academic
writing which teaches the same writing skills
as in the English course.

Methodology

This is a descriptive study that describes
what transpires in a research writing class that
includes the input of the teacher and students
until the output which is the students’ research
paper. There were two programs involved in the

study with two sections, namely Development
Communication and Community Development.
A total of 54 hours or one semester was
conducted in these classes composed of 79
students who worked in groups of four. During
the conduct of the present research, after the
students were taken through the initial stage of
identifying their research topics and probable
research problems as working title and
objectives, they started with literature search
for chapter 2 which is on Review of Literature.
The purpose was to provide ideas so they
can enrich their topics regarding theories and
concepts, and methodologies. After they were
able to write the review of literature, albeit
weakly, they were then taken through to chapter
1 and the writing of the different sections, until
finally the writing of chapter 3.

The choice of the written output of students
as samples for this research was based on two
criteria, papers which reflected the moves and
those which were weak in that they were not
able to give the information nor followed the
agreed-upon norms.

For problem 1, it describes the moves
which include the information-content and
mechanics for research writing by section.
For problem 2, it gives excerpts of students’
drafts with an analysis of (1) cohesion which
is the grammatical relationship between parts
of a sentence essential for its interpretation, (2)
coherence which is the order of statements that
relates to one another by sense, (3) intentionality
which is the message that has to be conveyed
deliberately and consciously, (4) acceptability
which indicates that the communicative
product needs to be satisfactory in that the
audience approves of it, (5) informativeness
where some new information has to be included
in the discourse, (6) situationality which is the
circumstances in which the remark is made are
important, and (7) intertextuality which is the
reference to the world outside the text or the
interpreter’s schemata. In problem 3, it shows
the difficulties that students have experienced
in their research writing.

Focus group interview was conducted that
asked the respondents what difficulties they
had before the writing instruction, during and
after the writing process, and what they had
learned after the instruction was given.
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Results and Discussion

Input in Terms of Moves in the Information-
content and Mechanics of Research Writing in
the Introduction Section

The research classes involved in this study
were the B.S. Development Communication
and B.S. Community Development. In both
curricula Research I requires the completion of
Chapter 1 (The Problem), Chapter 2 (Review
of Literature), and Chapter 3 (Methodology).
In each section the input is given by the teacher
which means the moves (information-content),
and the mechanics (i.e., italics, indentation,
spacing, in-text citation, referencing, etc.) that
should be contained within the specific section
of the chapters.

In the writing of the Introduction, students
in both degree programs were taught that it
must contain the following information: general
statement of the problem, baseline information
about the problem or topic which segues into
the rationale, and purpose or objectives of

the study. It must be borne in mind that the
students have little experience and practice in
the writing of scientific papers so the specific
information like those above is given to them.
Henceforth this will be called moves (Swales’
moves). There are also certain conventions
in the writing of the Infroduction (including
all the other sections of each chapter) that are
characteristics of scientific writing which are
observed, like using italics in subheadings,
use of indentation, in-text citation, and some
statistical data to introduce the baseline
information of the topic.

The following excerpts show the students’
output in the Introduction section. Excerpt
1 is from the Development Communication
class where students worked on information
education communication (IEC) materials.
Excerpt 2 shows sample output of the ComDev
students who worked on social problems.

Excerpt 1 is able to exhibit the moves
(information-content) required in the writing
of the Introduction: general statement of the

Excerpt 1: Sample of DevComm students’ output in the Introduction.
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problem (in this case it introduces the topic
on disasters specifically typhoons and floods
that hit parts of the Philippines; baseline
information of the problem or topic (causes
of flood); statistical data on the issue (number
of families affected by floods, properties and
farm products destroyed, total area affected by
floods) which provide the justification why the
study is conducted; and objectives or purpose
of the study (in this case the research and
development of IEC materials). In terms of the
conventions of research writing, this section
showed the use of italics for the subheading, use
of indentations for the beginning of paragraphs
and citing primary and secondary sources for
baseline information.

Characteristics of the Written Output of the
Students in the Introduction Section

Regarding the use of cohesion, the paper
manifests the writers’ use of cohesive device
“in fact” which is able to link what they said
in the first sentence with that of the second
sentence which emphasizes the presence
of disasters with samples of a typhoon and
earthquake. Coherence is also observed in
this section of the first paragraph starting
with the presence of disasters, the second
paragraph defining a disaster, third paragraph
giving the causes of floods, fourth paragraph
showing the baseline information of the flood
that inundated the research locale which
affected its people, products and properties.

IEC materials such as print media, radio Forum and vic

ffectively disseminate information to the community with te use ol

idec advocacy,

Intentionality is shown in the last paragraph
which tells the reader what the purpose of this
study is. In terms of acceptability this section
follows the information-content required for
an Introduction. Informativeness is shown
in the information that the writers gathered
from their primary and secondary sources.
Situationality is revealed through the baseline
information of the locale affected by floods.
Finally, intertextuality is observed through the
writers’ use of reference of disasters occurring
all over the world and the common definition of
disaster by the Red Cross and the Red Crescent
Societies.

In spite of these moves and the mechanics
of research writing present in this section
though, the most important comment of the
research teacher is to put importance to the
last paragraph. In fact, this research paper is
a Development Communication paper and
as such the importance of producing IEC
materials should be emphasized instead of
beginning with the disaster and sociological
baseline information about the people and the
locality affected by floods.

Excerpt 2 shows several samples of
students’ output in Community Development.
The first two samples are able to follow the
moves in the information-content required of
the Introduction. But in terms of cohesion and
coherence where grammatical relationship and
order of statements are a problem, acceptability
where the written output is satisfactory in that
the audience approves of it is not achieved.
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Excerpt 2. Samples of ComDev students’ output in the Introduction.
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Excerpt 3. Sample of DevComm students’ output in Theoretical and Conceptual Frame-
work.
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These moves are present in the above sample.
The writers gave the sources first with the year
of publication and followed by the theory. The
ideas under this theory are also given. Then
there is a paragraph dedicated to an explana-
tion of its relevance to the three [EC materials
that the researchers will be making: print, edu-
cational video and radio forum.

But the writing of the conceptual frame-
work is weak. Even if the researchers are able
to give the concept and explain what it is in-
cluding citing the source, their explanation of
the importance of the concept to their study
is not strong. In the other concepts they have
mentioned there is even no relevance given.

Characteristics of the Written Output of the
Students in the Conceptual and Theoretical
Framework Section

From observation, there is coherence and
cohesion because there is grammatical relation-
ship between the parts of the sentences and it
seems that the sentences relate to one another
by sense. There is also a deliberate intention to

relate the theory and concept to the study being
conducted (even if there were only two con-
cepts where the relevance was given). Because
of the relevance being cited, the readers will be
able to see its significance. The matter of infor-
mativeness, situationality and intertextuality is
weak because there are information, explana-
tion and reference to other ideas that need to be
presented.

In the output of the ComDev students (see
Excerpt 4), the same moves are required. The
first sample follows the information-content in
that the theory with the source is given. Then
it explains what the theory is about. The most
important information here is the explanation
of the significance of this theory to the research
topic.

The first written sample went so far as
to introduce the five concepts in a paragraph.
Then in the next paragraph the first concept was
given with its explanation. The in-text citation
was also present. The researchers also gave the
relevance of the concept to the research topic.
These moves were followed in the five con-
cepts that the researchers gave.

Excerpt 4. Sample of ComDev students” output on Theoretical and Conceptual Framework.

I,, -
Theorstical and befacepiul Framewort. J el

v

Inpdequate econcroy arpeos tha the inroduction of wisan e, wcorne and chss

ihifference talty trarslated wio residenna! disciminaizsn and social eselusion

(Hucheermeyer, 2002). This theory explains the sxisience

SQUAIING O

land whizh s gt ownsd by the persen Infiral settler b swen in st

areas espaciadly 10 urban places Many peepis five in anes which are nos ow thierm. arad
though therz are prograne, implemnented by the gosermment siill they cannot cater 0 the
demands of lnrd sanership. Mamy residenis decsde o beave sad oo 1o ather places in which

thes feeld they cannoi be dmenminaled of expenaice sockal exclusion

There are five congepts tha 2nchor this study: regalariztion of mivrmal seitlements,

tecal people aved regeneraion. changing populaiions, changiny

s, paverty amd srawing

toegqualin and sockal ol mtion

The first imponan concept is regularizauon of informal sealernerts B dorge Latis

Armenicim ciies the namber af dwe formal seitlements magzes rom onedemih 1o ane

Ut oF urbem residences. Thess infinmal sextlemens are coused by low income, uneealisne
urban plonning. sl ek of services, lack ol zoeal housing and a dvsfuncrenai fegal sysien

thdesie, 200 1)

Informal sealers don’t mest ther daily needs becamse of unstable job, ko ocome,

o mot owmmg eetr oven lmad. So they wend to ransfer from oo ploce 1o another place

The secord mportang corceyt is local peeple and regenerntion. Most people living in

diszdvampged neighborhoods tend 10 fasd they have very lirle infsemce over what happens

W th e or aren. They helieve dan even when the chance w paticipate o mestings and

consultanons 15 offersd within regéneranon iuniarives, they will nol he listened 10 (Powver

20Ty

Laocal peophe ore thoss people whe are Wing in squaiter’s arza. They are not witling
1o eooperate 1 any discussion wih the government hecanse they think thar even if’ they

conperitie the government will not listen to them.

The third imporant goncept is changing populations and changing families. With job

Ipases come population movements. Those that eould JI"'OE‘J |<-4-n..

¥ nurnber of people maoved o

@ gut .-ﬂa\d'a).? Tnner city
M

przas logt population from the 1960's emvards” A S|E|:'
new 25tates on the periphery of cipies, others st of the suburbs With people ot of this
neighbortoad and thers beieg problems argund finding local works, they became even less
artenctive with thisa with 11 fess) some money and choice. The result was fhat those moving
i were likely 10 be poor and were open migrants from other counines There nr:‘suo-l!;
ethmic panems with resands 10 poverty with peeple living in “Pekisiam’ or *Bangladishi

bousehaids They are more than twice more likely 1o be living m poveny than average (58

peroent comparad with 22 pescent) (Duemell. 2008).
reel the needs of the

There are people whi mugrate i the other places past 1o

family, ban still the poor remans poor. They could not ensily find work and sull they remius

w five as informal setlers, Their family siboation will change. The woman b
independenty Tiving far from ber children Most bushands are stavang in the heme and the
popukation will change 1 women are far from thear hushand, because 1 hosband and wats are

fur fram each other there is 2 big chance that their family wall not increase.

The fourth imparte concept 15 poverty and growing inequality. Social mnd economic
pelicy i Brilin has, over the kst thiny years, lead o a widering gap between rich atd peor.

(Tramnell, 20085, The Natianal Statisweias bas reponed the dsadvantage has persisied ameng
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mployment was invariant to the maonetary-policy rule (“riedman, 1968). This con.

minonty ethme groups, disabled people and 1he residents of deprived arsas. She comments,
“On average i UK we are richer, but thare i svidence that inzquality 10 meome has

increased over the last two decades”

Poverty and inequality are still the commaon problems facing some people living in
informal settlemens nowadavs. There is a big difference berween rich and poor The poor

still live in povery and the rich become richer Thes have a great inlluence in our socieny

The fifth important ecncept is social polarzation which can be wedessiood as the
widening gap between groups ef people m terms of their aconermic and social circomstances

and n]‘l}!crlul!ilin‘ifDal‘.lng & Wondward, 199), n

The groups of people whe live in infarmal setilers don't have an opporunity 1o eam
figh income and build their own house. There is 3 wide gap between the mfarmal setiers

aroup and the group of people who can afford whar they want, because in greups of people

there are neh and poor and the peor don’t have an

v 1o live inoa well

tw this study is that the average lavel of

CepL

Tevel was the same natural rare. no matter how much muonetary policy

/r{ecu.—u-mg_ This relates in the barangay, which the authority

stion 15, is this intervention will sustain 3

n the area are
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In the second sample of the students writ-
ten output for the Theoretical and Conceptu-
al Framework, the first paragraph shows the
moves where the theory with the source is giv-
en, then the statement of the whole theory and
the relevance to the topic. It is only in the con-
cepts where the weakness is seen. The moves
on giving the concept with the source and the
explanation of the concept are present. But in
the relevance the explanation is so short and
it was not able to give the significance to the
topic. This finding is seen in all the paragraphs
that deal on the concept. In the last paragraph,
it has even gone weaker because the concept
chosen, its explanation and relevance cannot
be linked to the concept.

Input in Terms of Moves in the Informa-
tion-content and Mechanics of Research Writ-
ing in the Review of Literature Section

The required moves for the Review of
Literature include identifying a study that is
related to the research being conducted, citing
the source and/or the title of the study, giving
information regarding what the study is, what
the problems are, the methodology used, find-
ings, and the relatedness of the study to the one
being conducted by the researchers.

In Excerpt 5, the writers are able give the
main topic of the study with the source and
year being cited. It gave the objectives of this
study; the methodology is also given with the
number of respondents and year covered by the
data gathering procedure. The findings were
presented as well. The most important discus-
sion which is on the relatedness, difference and
similarity were also done.

Excerpt 5. Sample of DevCom students’ output in Review of Literature.

Chaper 2
Review of Litgrature
I'hrs chapter deals with the lilerature on peint, radio and vidao

Print

diect survey on

dcs and experiences cor Wy dhscover o

poster prestniation i e &, ingether with s strengths and weaknesses B2 3

tansfer. The stwdy wsed descnptive statistics on

s ot Reles . boand

Enterprise Potential conferences in June 2007 7% ar Boumemouth University, This

talked amitude and ommen iten

heavily on visual appeal and direct author

in their design to peomaole effective knowiedze

s sudy 15 Hpoertans to our siady e of its recammendations on lew t make a

feemve nngd  comy 'ha?ﬂ\g in tmansfernng inowledge. In thar senss,
‘ ii o Rl & T - ..

wihiich is the descriptive method while the difference of cur sudy from s

the

that we will apply this on research and development

B

I by Seibold, Mevers SAY

The sudv on the cff: w5 of & sleth

in 1983 je on the review of health informatian campaign issues and research on the

celocted communivation charmels wsing # health information nevsleter as 2

they perceived it as e source of health mformation, and how the nformation cowld effect ther

fieaith practives. They hased it on the email survey sem 1o 887 recipients Findings show tha the

newsletter is read and milized by m
mformation However, the effectver

health professional cnts This study is important 1o us i ems of determining e

target readers of th g 10 study, the gender and staius of (he recipicnis

could affeet the sffectivenes: of the medium, The difference of this study 1 ours i thal istiesd

of sending the ql.l.\‘?\'.l'JIIIIiIES theough ematls, we will up','!:- ihe face-1-face '.l;lpﬁl:ll:h and wie wil

ot us 11 1 the midal field.

Angther studv is o the wse of illustrutions and ramaine best styledd ve reacahility
of 1 ealth education beockure conducted by Michielure, Hakmson, Digrgfn & Sthroeder in the
vear 1992, Tt uimed 1 test the vahue of lustiations and a narmative WRTSle as means of

4 w provide infornation an eervical cancer and

emproving ihe readsbility af 4 hrochure desiy

condvloms They have presented rwo types of brochares with differern layouls, oo that had onlky
vt presericd as simple sentences n a bullet-ype format and a seeond version it had

somewhar more difficull text formated in a rarmative ¢ her with deewings desiged 10

conpiement the text. The study applied quantiative sia Findings show that the brochure
il llustrations and marasive text was given a significantly higher averall rating than the eae

with b

Hierebvpe test and vo ilstrations whike no difference was found m perveived exse of

reading. Aman poor readers, comprehension was s atly greates for women whe read the
Frwchure with illstraiions and namitive e, with no defference in comprehensson of the twa

brochures for betier readers Ths study is imporiant 1o us because it s that in making

heochures, illusrations and narative text are e things that we have t consider i making
rachures. We have o use illustrations ond raratve 12X 1o creale & more appealing brochure.

What we will do the same as this study is that we will vse the sume wechuigue whersin they It

itentif i1 he type of Brochure s likely to be read by the majocty of the peapie. In

ot sty we will use different targst resders and we will not use it i the medical field
This stdy an he pasent comprehension of palio vaccine farmation pamphlet, \'I

condueted by Dawis, Bocchn, Fredrickson, Arnokl Mayeous, Murphy, Jackson, Hamlge ./

Paterson in fhe year 1996, nimed 10 determing whether o simple panphict preparad at o low

¢ level using qualifaiive aed adult edicanion Lechnigues would he preferable to the

available COC polin vaceme mfomation pamphiet. The dy wsed an integrated gualiative-

quantitalive study measunng the parents” reading 1me, comprehension, ard aude toward the

pumnphlet. Findings show that a short, siriply wrillen pomphiet with instructionil graphics was
preferred by baghe und low- incone parents scen in peivate and public clinics. This study
important because of its roommendation which st that panphiets shold be short, smpbe

writlenand with istructiona] graphics in order to be cllective and prefierable by the readess . In
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the readers.

Characteristics of the Written Output of the
Students in the Review of Literature Section

It is observed that in the first three pag-
es in the Review of Literature above, cohesion
and coherence are seen. There is also inten-
tionality. However, regarding acceptability,
the written output needs further improvement
in that the “relatedness” has to be strength-
ened. The writers have to discuss clearly why
the study was chosen to be cited, and how it
can help the present research, how different or
similar is any of the idea to the study they are
currently conducting. When this move is very
well discussed then the matter of situationality
and intertextuality will be accomplished. When
these details are present within this discussion,
then informativeness will be solved. They have
also given an information (*...test our mate-
rials with gender as the variable...””) which is
wrong because this is beyond the scope of their
study.

—7

In 1976, Puneain & Griffins conducted a2 studv on Farm Radie Forum project in £

Thailand. This project aimed in strengthening the active agncultural + anid to achieve
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o i
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mingr with group leaders and final

erfation v DOAE (Deparment of Extension)” (p. 61 This program meludes
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extensron workers had impreved in tems of gainmg infermarion end knowledge retention
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In the last page, it is observed that the re-
latedness aspect is weak because not all infor-
mation-content are given specifically the sim-
ilarity and/or difference. In terms of grammar
and research writing conventions, these pages
show that the researchers had weakness in the
correct use of amper sand, and referring to the
group using the singular possessive pronoun (a
group of three students).

In terms of the written output of the Re-
view of Literature of the ComDev in Excerpt
6, the moves on in-text citation, what the study
is about, procedures used in the conduct of the
study, and findings are observed in the first
page. Cohesion and coherence are observed as
present with some grammar errors. Intention-
ality is affected because there are information
which are not being asked for, e.g., “The main
problem of this study...the same as permanent
staff.” The writers in this case thought the move
which is to give the research problem is similar
to the causes of the problem of unemployment.
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Excerpt 6. Sample of ComDev students’ output in the Review of Literature

The swdy of Tremlett and W’i';.li ins (April l'i‘j‘)ﬁ:’ Temporary
Employment in Great Britam, This study L\Wa survey of femporary workers 10
findh out why they hiave taken temporary work, its costs and benefits 1o those emplovees
and whether the nature of emporany work has chunged durmg fheir time in the tabour
markel The main problew of this stwdy is that semporary work fack 'fxcruri'.\- of not
knowing when the next job would come along. Anather is lack of berefits, such as sick or
holiday pay, uncertain wages and not being wented the same as permanent siaff The
procedure that was used in this study i telephone survey of temporary workers. In
addition, four group discussions with people working in temporary % s Toted
prior 1o the survey takmg place. The findings of this study was most commonly cited
benefit of emporary work was 'flexibilind of when to work and the hoursworked
compared to the permanent emplovee i that they need o fllow their standard time
known as 1he office hours Another hun:l'lqu[" the temporary work 15 that they have
freedom, choose the type of work’, financial benefits including befter pay than permanent
work, the wse of temporary work as a 'stepping stone’ to other jobs and the varety of

\mrk} Hrj;'f‘n means not peng tied 1w one job. The importance of this is that we gain

move ided on emphoyment and related 1o seasonal employment The difference of this
study is thay temporary workers are being emploved o the offices net ke m_\a:mi

employment in barangay Ia-__'ume! ipﬁnhu_\ arne ul\;u:\}\’f‘."i’:\:n‘.u\g nd fawag

Because of this finding, acceptability is
affected in this sample. The reader in this case
the research-teacher will not give the score that
it is supposed to be given because there are in-
formation which are not necessary to be given
in this output. Situationality is also weak be-
cause in this output the researchers have not ex-
plained very well the significance of this study
which is the most important discussion. In ad-
dition, even the similarity and/or difference has
not been fully explained.

In the second page (above) which is on
parasitic disease, the required moves are pres-
ent which shows the information-content like
the title of the study with the source, the in-
formation telling the reader what the study is
about, the research problem and recommenda-
tion in place of the finding. The relevance is
also succinctly given because it is able to relate
the problem of schistosomiasis into the research
locale of the present group of researchers and
it also presents the difference in the research
setting which is rural and the literature’s set-

Chapter 2
Review of Latembure

Thas chapter contains lerture on the problem ufmhﬂwnum i Harangay Can-ayan
and the gmmuety s fesponse.

Thas study on Pamsinie iseases and Urbaa Development by Mot Despenx, Moncayo,
Ranque and Raadt (1990) was conducted becanse social phenomenn such as nornl-to-urban
migraion aid job opportundies, whan infrasmuciure, and cconomic fewes ae among the

shapang the ¢p i patem of persitic discses v urbn and pee arban
seftings. The rescarch problem is mainly focused on fnding the epidemiological determimanms of
pawsites, The recomendations hore include envisonmental messeres like undergroand sewage

disposal and eatment sysiems for large eitics; in small wans and villages, environmenial
contsol through the e of mdividml sty disposal svstems which s feasible and also
desrrable as it will control other water-related discases as well. This stedy is important because 1t
el o the problem of schislosominsts dhai exists in both ol and wrben arcas. Ths helps us
i grving fsighis on what is bappening with the diseases thar Tive in oar surroundimgs and bow
we can help the community. The differcoce of this stedy from ours s that we focus on Barangay
LCanayan, which is a el arca while in this swdy, it is abowt the migrants from nural 1o the
tartean olght diseases 1o the commnrty

There was a stdy conducied on Effocts of Snail Deasity on Growth, Beproduction and
Survival of Bicmphalar, ba exposed 10 sch ma by Mangal, Paterson and
Fenton {1016, the-density-oi-consy i it i The:
fasctor thatcan-effect the growth \-I ',}..'- b 4 Jtiem The
steady fumm;«l the it of high density i { smait growth fecundity and thar sunvval. The o
lechﬂlim%' s byeomifly 1=4>um»é:¢x . -m.‘mmwwr e
stows that the s of ex-bying };.l]@aed a meiigtive ibution with i s
density and this was .sl;gllﬁngli; alfected by ox e parasitic infecion. We include this
research in our literature beguse it gives us informatign in baw schisteomiasis survived in the

T

o

fresh water when: the l?r.ano;wy Canayan gets the discasis. The hig difference in our stiedy from
Ahes v that mﬂyas centered 10 people and iheir ;kum;nwhic area and bivw DOH sobves the
yrobien ’

ting which is the urban areas. In the second
paragraph, the research teacher did not accept
the literature because it is too scientific in that
it presented a laboratory experiment.

In terms of cohesion and coherence, even
with a few grammar errors, these qualities are
present because the writers are able to weave
in the information with correct grammar use,
except that when the sentence reached the rec-
ommendation portion, the writers were not able
to make the phrase complete. This output also
manifests intentionality because the writers are
able to deliberately and consciously give the
required information. So the matter of informa-
tiveness is exhibited. In terms of situationality,
the writers were not able to adequately discuss
the relevance of this literature with what is sup-
posed to happen in their research locale. This
latter observation affects the matter of intertex-
tuality where a thorough discussion on the re-
latedness of this literature to the present study
is needed. Hence, acceptability as a literature
review is not achieved very well.

Volume 11 2014



60

Developing Students’ Research Writing Skills

r;;f"’u -4 Nt | uﬁ"’“‘fw‘%ﬂt

Aeomtmget Careers (201 0y onfipact ‘ol abe Seasonal Empl ux/e,m of Third-Country s"""

o
.
Nationals on Local and Regional ‘\ququanﬁé}\uy\_‘i an lbzﬂnrnﬂ orr—tereat-un—regienl ‘-cf

toaR ot Tt 141

anthartiesT iyt C o it fepom T

i the design and nplementation of l_\_\li(,ies‘;af‘ll}lw sasenal employment ol third-country
nutionuls (TCNs) 10 is similar to our stpdy because, whag the people in barangny casising
engaged with this maner it will I\fﬁ_‘(‘lé; economic problem endvan wur seciety,

The study of Dixon (2009) on 2 profile of wmporary workers and their employment
outcomes focused on the characeristics, jobs, cmployment petiems and employment outcomes
of temparary warkers, uzing data eollected in Stutistics New Zealand's Survey of Warking Life
008 Tertiary educated employees had a higher rue of employment in fixed-erm jabs than
1hase with lower levels of education. Employees with low levels ufud.m:lliuna] aftainment wre
mare likely 1o be emplayed in easual or scasonal jobs. Similarly in our st )rl.‘.\'\ﬂll who has a
pr\\hlm\mu cducmlnn!‘\‘;:m emploved in cusual or lenposary vu.ulé‘

The study of Kahn (2004) On Temporary Jobs and Jub,g.mll EtToutju Europs Poo Ilﬁ\k
usil\g_{yng)lud;m] data on mdividuals from the Eurepean Community THousehold Parcl (ECHP)
for eight cournries during 1993-2001, |mu.~'|igmt[{z£ the temporary job contract dusation and job
cearch effort, Temporary jobs are known to pay less, offer less raining, and be less satistying
than regular jobs (Bonth, I-'ranccscnni],%i Frank 2002; Kahn 2007b). Sinni]:uI:) Hlﬁlur slusljrd-t
focused oa:}ﬁ’é"l’.empcran‘ph contracts

The siudy on Job [fplaed jr‘*simu]u; and ﬁl\a\'ims in o ‘cmpqm')‘ gal’ﬁux g.'uu;). A

[ i uf,p sl futi “plo}ns by Dawme (2002} 1esed a conceptual model

hased oa fhocial Jdentity Jrheory (Taifil &Tumer, 1986}, The relaionship between emplayee

work status (contingent or permanent) and perceived organizational support (POS) was

The above written output exemplifies a
literature which does not relate to the study.
Although the idea is on seasonal employment
but the sub-ideas within it are not relevant. The
next paragraphs are short versions of how the
researchers are able to condense the informa-
tion they have gathered in the literature. The
moves required in the Review of Literature are
present and these are on the in-text citation
with a brief idea on what the literature is about.
Finally the ending of each paragraph is a state-
ment of the similarity between the literature
and the study being conducted. In terms of co-
hesion, these paragraphs have many errors in
grammar. In spite of its brevity there is a sem-
blance of coherence. But coherence is affect-
ed because these sentences would have been
better written with more discussion so that the
first sentence flows onto the next sentence very
well. With this quality intentionality of the in-
formation is seen because the information is
intentionally given. With weak discussion in-
formativenes, situationality and intertextuality
are also affected.

Input in Terms of Moves in the Information-con-
tent and Mechanics of Research Writing in the
Methodology Section

In terms of Methodology Excerpt 7 shows
the written output of the DevComm research-
ers. The moves required in this chapter include
the following information-content: research
locale, subject-respondents, stages of devel-
opment, sampling procedure, scoring proce-
dure, treatment of data and statistical treat-
ment. In page 1, the researchers introduced
the chapter by giving an introductory sentence
where the research design is given. They also
interchanged the sub-headings with the Stag-
es of the Development occurring first. In the
sub-heading Pre-development, it shows in the
first paragraph that the researchers have already
identified what they want to produce and these
are newsletter, video and radio documentary.
The second paragraph shows the person they
had contact with and the information education
communication materials he wanted the re-
searchers to produce. The last paragraph shows
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what he wanted the IEC materials to contain,
and the purpose for these materials.

In the Development stage, the moves re-
quired include a description of the theories and
concepts that helped in the development of the
IEC materials. In here the researchers are able
to discuss the importance of these concepts to
the IEC that will be produced. In the Post De-
velopment stage, the required move is to dis-
cuss the result of the validation of the IEC ma-
terials by the subject-respondents.

Characteristics of the Written Output of the
Students in the Review of Literature Section

The required moves in this section include
a description of the needs analysis the students
have done in order to develop the chosen IEC
materials. But this section has shown a result of
the miscommunication that happened here. In
the first paragraph they have already made their
decision on the choice of IEC materials. The
choice of IEC should have been the decision
of the person/coordinator of an agency which

needs help in disseminating information and not
the student-researchers. The third paragraph
shows the agency head’s choice of IEC which
is video documentary. Based on their talk, the
students are able to suggest that they could help
the agency make a newsletter and radio doc-
umentary. This is not what is supposed to be
done because the needs analysis will determine
what the agency coordinator would like to be
produced. It also shows another result which
is a warning to all DevComm students and it
is being made to make [EC materials that pro-
mote a person’s accomplishments, a self-serv-
ing purpose at the expense of the students.

There is cohesion and coherence in the
first three pages but errors in grammar are pres-
ent to a certain extent. Intentionality is also
present. But informativeness and situationality
are weak because there are many information
which are needed and not given and these in-
formation include a section on Instrument and
how the students came up with the items. The
section on Subject-respondents also needs to
give a description such as age, gender, experi-
ence, trainings, etc.

Excerpt 7. Sample of the DevComm students’ output on Methodology.

Chageer 3
Methodalagy

This is @ Research and Development study that nssesses the needs of cliemele, plans and

Aesigns the Information Educaiion Communication materials and evahutes them
Stages of development
Pre-development

The procedures are set in this chageer. The planned IEC maderials that we will ke making

are newsletier which is a publication that contains recent activities and developrems in our
ageney, video documentary which will be used as a wol of promating eur zgency in audic=vismal
presentation and radio documentary which will give information about aur agency and will be

broadcast oa g

We went to the Bureau of Jail Managemen and Penology Malaybalay office and we met
City Jail Chiet Inspector Jayson Guy Reyes. We discussed w him the differem NEC materials that
we can produee 10 help them in any mattes they would like us to help in

He seaightly ssked us if we cam provide him o video documentary showing the

developiment nheir office since he smed as & Ciry 2 warden on May 16, 1957

We introduced the twe TEC’s which ure the newsleter and radio dooumentary. We
explained that these materials will focus on the promation of their office. Jail Chicf Inspector
Jayson Cuy Reyes suggested the passible contents of our [EC's and he added that he wanted us
1o provide materals that woukd promote their office to other ready city jails in Bukidoon He
cven persmaded us 1o prodice better outpurs wo that be can send i o the ARS-CRM Regional

Network Graup 1@ recognize our efforts in promoting their office.
Development

I our sty we will apply three theories which ure (he mformation (heory, infarmation-
integration theory and knowledge gap theory, Information theary is the application of reducing

the uncemainty of the sudience by identifving how messages can be transmitted effectively

{Shoneon & Weaver, 1949, Applying this theory in designing the newsletter, video documentary
aned radie docutientary, we st oo abowt with 2 sesull whesein iz should contain that will

leseem the nehiguity of the madience

The information-integration theary is the method of e evaluaton of the cortent of the
messupes is hased upon the audience's attide | Fishbeinn.d. ). With the relevance of this in our
TEC marerals’ design, our product should come up with contents that would encourage our

target awdience 2nd move them inte action

The knowledge gap thecry is the gap between the lower 2nd higher socio-sconomic kevel
of the people in the society { Tichenor, Donobwe & Cfien, 1970} Relating this theory 1o onr study,
aur contents should mimmize the gap between the knowledge of the different classes in our
socicty.

We will also wse different concepls as & framework of this sudy. These cooceps

involved the elements thar could affect it

The concepes of cur 1EC materials will help the lnyour content to be mose effective,
comprehensive and relevant to our target awdience. Bt will 2lso benefie the agency as well because
it will serve as the basts of making an appropriate design for our IEC matenials.

In making our newslelter, we comsidered two variahles which are the making of the

leyout and the privelples of design The layowt covers the legibility aid readabslity of the

matersal These two terms are commoaly con but they are different from each othes

BReadabilicy refirs to the totd internctions of all the elements pressuted and i is afY

fomt, paragraph, line lengrh, grouping, graphic, coles and white space while legibility is affected
by typedaces 10 be used such as serif, sans serif and decorative and it afiows individweal fetters or

characters be distinguished from cne another

Ancther anribue is the piociples of design which consist of contrast, repetition,

alignmert and proximity.

Thess concepts are wsed 1o organize the particular elements in our developed IEC in onder
o fulfill our goal which is te promote our chosen sgency. These corsepts will aid us 1o know the
iings we need 1o consider upon creating our newsleter
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In radia, there are twe concepis which are the Comamanty sedic that comprises thes:

£s, Access 10 maintain the feedback system between us and our target sudience, sctive

part wn of the agency during the planning and implementation stage 10 give their ideas and

ity mandate o

suggestion in making cur radio doc niary, self- 2 anad
manage and improve their ity jail and accountbilty for being answerable to the adience.
Another comcepl is edueatioan! broadcasting which inchuke nee domsins; cogritive,
prvehomstor and affecrive damain which affects the knowledge. skilis and emation of buman
These comeeprs will help in making our radie documentary to mske it maore effective o our Langer

audience

In viden documentary, it bas theee concepts namely; figld of view, camers angle, and
camers kens. We will use this in one of our chosen LEC materials 10 sreve 2 a gusdeline in
making the appropriste cantera angles, scenes, and camera focws in eur video documentary. We
will alsa use this to come up with a video ducmentary not just for crestivity but with the aceurats

cutlne that is rehable fior & video production
Fost development

The developed [EC materials will be further edited by cur Deveom instructors, © the
head of the office and to our Dieveom classmates to sdape sugoestlons on how 1o make i@ bette

The recomemendations piven by our evabuaions will be applied in our TEC materials
Research Locale

This sdv will be conducter in Zone 4, Pal-ing, Patpat. Malayhalay City, Bukidnon
particularly in Burcau of Jail Mansgement and Penclogy (BIMEF). This sudy involved one gty
a-cemmission efficers of the BIMP Malaybalay

il officer an

Tine BIMP Malaybalay had recesved recognitions from the different levels, In 2009, they
won as the Best City jail regional Jevel with City Jail Chiaf Inspector Javson Cuy Reyes 45 the
best city jail warden, In 2000, they were awarded as the Best City jail regional level and the best
city jail warden in the musianal level In 2001, their effice won as the Rest Cammunity Relation
Service {dthguarter). In 2012, they were proncunced as the Rest City jail regional level with City

Jail Chief Inspector Jayson Guy Reyes as the hest cay jail warden and in 2013, they were

In terms of the first two pages of the out-
put on Methodology by ComDev students in
Excerpt 7, there are many moves required but
are lacking in the chapter. For example, in the
Research Locale, it identified Purok 3 of Baran-
gay 7 as the research setting. Information that
would lend to a better description of the purok
such as the demographic profile of the residents
is lacking. In Subject-respondents a description
of the respondents demographic profile, and to-
tal number of respondents are needed so that
the readers will have a better understanding of
the study. In the Development of the Instrument
there is a need to describe how the instrument
to gather the data was developed.

The third page is an improved output
because other information is present. For ex-
ample, in the Research Locale it described
the percentage of business establishments and
households located in the area. It also gave a
brief description of the people’s means of in-
come. The Subject-respondents section is weak
because more information is needed. In the sec-
tion on Instrument, there are descriptions of its
purpose, who made it, and a description of how
the researchers made it. In the Administration
of the Instrument, it described what they did by

Brisnded 5s the Hest provineial office of the yosr and bave the Best Proviness! fail Officer of the

year
Subjieet Respondents

The subject respes

uf this study were the 28 officer and non-comisson officers ar the
BIMP Malavbaloy office. We will alsa invibve the de

tees who bocame trustees in ibe
comtmumity. We will get their profile cotgining their name, pge, gender, lengih of service and
pesiion in the office.

Sampling Procadie

Simpls Rancam Sampling will be used in this study t jst the individaals have the equal
chavge of being part of the sample. We will Luve 3 complere lisy of the poputtion and we will
sanufonly sclect individss from oar list o be inchiaded in anr sample
Scorumg Procedure

e rescarcher set a range of scores with the correspending qualitative description as

baxsis for mterpreting the respanses in the different critera arven. The range of seorcs is reflecicd
below

Scale Qualitative Desesiption

Imterpretation

Strongly Agree The featunes are satisfied very sdequately.
Agten The featues are suisfied adaquarciy

Dhsagres The festures ace slightly sensfied.

Sirongly Disagree Ik Features are not salistied

Mot Applicable Thae feutures are pod preseat

Troaren of the dala

Thwe data gatbwrend from the respondents wifl b summarized using i
deviation to verify whethes the

e gnd stancasd

elements used were presae in the IEC materias

writing a letter of permission to the barangay
captain, what they did with the respondents and
how they retrieved the questionnaire. In the
Treatment of Data they gave the information
on how they treated the data.

There are many grammar errors found in
these pages, hence cohesion is affected. But
there is a semblance of coherence because the
characteristics of a scientific paper which con-
tain a description of the information-content
needed for the sections are presented briefly.
Hence there is intentionality in that the re-
quired information is given. To a certain extent
informativeness, situationality and intertextu-
ality are present because some information are
discussed. So the matter of acceptability exists
because of this reason.

Difficulties Students Experienced in Their Re-
search Writing

The focus group interview asked the stu-
dent- researchers the following questions: what
difficulties did they meet before, during and
after writing the sections of the research pa-
per? and how has the moves/guidelines helped
them?
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Excerpt 8. Sample of ComDev students’ output on Methodology.

Chapter 3
Meshodalogy
This section contnins the steps te obtzin the dale m ths study
Research Locale

This study wos sonducted in Barangay 3, lecated i the sosthem port of Malaybalay City.
Bukiduon. Baranguy 5 consists of 2 puroks, Basswreay = Taded by Thon Rommmet Cose
tngetherwithrrisseren-kagawads

Avconding te the Bsraﬂgy@nﬁucll, Hurangay 7 hos a 90% o{i}.‘nmcrcls!gdmmm and
10 of hawszholds. The people iv Bacaneay 5 ?&é@g{frﬁ:ﬂmf& others i weorking g

the governmens.

Sy Respondant B o ;g‘
The aftiot of (his study ‘.b‘;t&;awd:é'ﬁ)c information ase the wiults in the bouseholdd fE“-‘“‘"

Thiey mmust have 18 vears old and slsve, male or female and must have a bonified residence of] .
Harnmgay 5. %j;;
Jnstramzat Tede
i oy
Aaos f

The survey instrument contai noquucsmns {ﬁﬁ:{amagc problein and e i

hﬁr&lg&y’s response to the communily problem. The mein toel wsed in gathening the daks for ths

arndy was g that was

hy the to suit the sudy.

Hefore the prep: of the ire, we fi |

4 s samges of questions 5= .
{ ! s pachn Admedin
our stndy A fer the formulanien, the rescarchess submitled 3t 1w the afbeer ond

thist may fit

4.
songht for g8 5pproval

Administration

A letter of permission was given to the Barangay Cnphijnﬁt;f]}amngay 5, Hom Rummel
4
Castiba; When this was approved, the researchers apprmcki\ldr.miﬁud respondents and gave the

questionnaire. This was immediately retricved by the researchers.

Treatment of Data

4

Chaptar 3
Methoda logy

This 8aph:r presents the methods used Mﬁ{mﬂdnc( of the study. This 1= a qualitative
study 1o obtan the civses and solutivns on the problem of malnutrign in biyangay 7

The study was cqrudncted in Rarangay 7 which is located in the poblacion proper of

Malay balay l‘:'ly,mﬁm of Bukidnon. It has 1,034 houscho) 474 tatal population.
A P 1 :

(Burangay Development Plan). This stdy whi S Eonducted mPL:m\J in [rangy 7

Suhgery Hegpandenns

e
The mﬁﬁa} who proviikgite information ace the fyher, fiher o i ac Ti" %

i the hemsehold, They il ';ﬂgﬂ: 18 vears old and sbave, mole-arfere and s, |
bonificd resideif offarangy 7. o Gy

Sampling Frocedure

T b gt

1 slse 54 T bt i Hinwe there

ane unly 136 bowsehod T game !Barang&_» T, 20% of the peopie 15 taken 25 respondents so thede

ane 26 subject respondents,

e %
The researchef rade s sumple survay quastionnire whose ilems ars open coded. Fhore- | 244€ ©

Develapent of the Instrimiens

: Jig Pt
Detecbe fur
Admingstration of the fasirament 4 Hhe Gnacnt <
The ma{ch«p&nihulrd the questonnaire 1o the respoaid Fﬁib;-:'.i\-ing il les them mg “f“j
personally and I;el)ﬂﬁlm il questions that they oAt Sidorstand . [ e
it
e

Freanmen Datg

Freguencyrount and rank w used t0 summarize the residl of the questionnaires.

Ao
e Py

Pistaea

Aot

Frequency count and rank will be used to summarize the result of the questionnaires.
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Frame 1. Students’ difficulties before the actual writing of the different sections.

1. Introduction: Interviewing the agency coordinator to get information on the topic and
statistical data so that whatever information gathered can be placed in the ntroduction.
The rationale or the justification why the topic is such and why the barangay is chosen
as the research locale is based on the information.

2. Theoretical and Conceptual Framework: It is very difficult to look for theories because
what was researched at first were general theories. But the teacher wanted specific
theories.

Finding the right concepts that would fit the study is very hard to do. It is difficult to
look for accurate concepts that would fit the study. What happened was there were so
many concepts but out from these, only a few can be applied to the study.

3. Review of Literature: 1t is difficult to look for sources because there is literature but if
there is no author which is required then it will be discarded.

The literature obtained is too general, e.g., about radio. But there is limited literature on
radio forum or none at all.

4. Other sections: Definition of Terms: There is difficulty is making operational
definitions because there is a need to relate the definition to the topic like how it is
actually used.

It is difficult to choose what terms to define because it started with defining the topic
but later on it is really defining the DevComm aspect which is on IEC materials.
Subject-respondents: 1t is difficult to identify what information is placed in this section.
Sampling Procedure: The moves were given but the information is interchanged.

It is also difficult to decide the choice of sampling procedure, like should it be
percentage, Slovin’s formula or purposive sampling because their respondents who will
evaluate their IECs have to be chosen, from DevComm students, agency coordinator
and/or residents of the barangay.

Instrument: 1t is so difficult to decide what items to put in each variable.

It is difficult to weave the concepts from the conceptual framework into the
questionnaire.

I find it difficult to decide what item to place in the questionnaire because there are
items which are technical and other items which are general. This will make it difficult
to identify the evaluators: experts or the residents.
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Frame 2. Students’ difficulties during the actual writing of the different sections.

1. Introduction: Organizing the ideas is difficult. I started with writing about the topic but

it is not correct after all because | have to get the perspective of DevComm which is to
talk about IEC materials.

There is difficulty in using an article as basis for the conduct of the study. This means
looking for an article that would help in the justification of the conduct of the study.
Theoretical and Conceptual Framework: There is difficulty in relating the theories and
concepts to the study.

Explaining how each concept will be used in the study.

There are many theories that I researched but only a few are relevant in my study.

It is difficult in finding articles that could help us in designing the IEC materials.
Difficulty in discussing each variable.

The anti-plagiarism software used identified the lines which had issues on plagiarism.
But it is difficult to revise so that these plagiarism issues will be lessened or avoided.
It is also difficult to improve the sentences to correct grammar issues identified by the
Grammarly software.

I have a problem with rephrasing because Grammarly pointed the grammar issue but
when I rephrased the percentage of issues increased.

. Review of Literature: 1t is difficult to relate the literature which I gathered to my study.
Difficulty in finding relevant Review of Literature.

Some of the RL were not related to our study.

Difficulty in explaining the relevance of the literature to our study.

Difficulty in using correct grammar in elaborating the relevance of the article into my
study.

Frame 3. Students’ difficulties after the actual writing of the different sections

1. Introduction: Difficulty in editing and revising the draft based on the comment of
the teacher.
Changing the way of introducing the topic.
Difficulty in gathering new data.
Difficulties in replacing the irrelevant ideas.

2. Conceptual Framework: Scrapping the theories and looking for another set.
Changing the elements of the conceptual framework.
Difficulty in finalizing our variables

3. Related Literature: Difficulty in adding more studies that could help us in our
study.
Difficulty in looking for accurate researches and articles.
Reconstructing the paragraphs based on the comments of the teacher.

4. Other sections: Revising the section based on the comment of the teacher.
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Summing up the difficulties that students
experience before, during and after the moves/
guidelines have been given, they need to be
guided in weaving their ideas from the litera-
ture review. The literature helps them get ideas
on the concepts and variables that they can use
in the theoretical and conceptual framework.
They have to be reminded that in the theoret-
ical and conceptual framework it is their own
plan or design of the whole research and what
variables they want to be placed therein. From
here they also get ideas on what other studies
have been done elsewhere in the world and so
they can get information in what to do within
their own study.

Organizing ideas in each section is also
another difficulty even if the moves are given.
In stating the relevance the students have to
understand the idea and relate it to their own
study. They need organization skills in explain-
ing themselves so that it is clear to the readers.
The difficulty is they may have many ideas but
putting them all together coherently is another
matter. Clear logical flow is indeed a problem
for almost all of these student-writers. Yet an-
other difficulty is because the writing is being
checked by the teacher the process does not end
after they have passed their papers. Revision
has to be done based on the comments of the
teacher. So certain lines or sections have to be
recast to fit the moves and overall understand-
ing.

Frame 4 shows how the students have
been helped by the moves. Basically the moves
are given so that they will know what informa-
tion is contained in each section until they fin-
ish a chapter of their study.

Conclusion

Developing research writing skills of
students is helped through guiding them in the
moves which contain the needed information
that each section of the research paper requires.
Furthermore, a research paper is another genre
of academic writing that has its own mechanics
or conventions which are required because they
are the characteristics of a section. Teaching stu-
dents to weave these characteristics of content
and mechanics together is possible through the
process-product approach of teaching research
writing. Hence, grammar, format and style are
possible with the use of the process-product ap-
proach. All these reflect neat message organi-
zation, from sections into paragraphs and onto
chapters, layout and other rhetorical genres that
make the writing of a research paper possible
through imitation, understanding and conscious-
ly applying the moves. Although grammar and
mechanics of writing are important in the genre
of scientific writing, the skills of content and
organization are more important because these
contain the information of the study, whereas
grammar can be corrected, changed and account-
ed for during editing. In spite of the limited num-
ber of samples used in the present study, if moves
for information content and agreed-upon norms
are given and students are taken through each of
the sections carefully, they will be able to write
their research papers.

Recommendation

Based on the difficulties that students
have experienced in these research classes, an

Frame 4. Students’ responses on how the moves/guides helped them in their writing.

M .

study.

It helped us with what information to include in the sections.

It helped us on how to organize our ideas.

It provided us with an outline on how we should make each section.

The sample texts provide us with ideas/insights.

It helped us in a way that we were guided on how to develop the chapters of the
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instructional material for research writing can
be made distinguishing the moves and the re-
quired information-content which is placed
there. The moves can guide the students in the
writing of each section of the chapters that
compose the research paper. Writing mechan-
ics will also be placed there to contain correct
spacing, terms to be used, sentence structure
required, in-text citation, referencing, prelimi-
nary sections and the appendix.
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